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Resumen: In the present article we edit the fragment ofeat trelated to an
unnamed female new martyr from Jerusalem from ithe bf John Xlll. The
text sheds light on an unknown period in the HigtafrtheCoptic Church.

Abstract: En este articulo editamos el fragmento de un teatativo a una
nueva martir de Jerusalén no identificada de lx@mte Juan XIIl. El texto
muestra un periodo desconocido en la Historia dgl&sia Copta.
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I ntroduction

‘New martyrs® are relatively few in the Coptic calendar. We caention
among them Jirjis al-MuzahirhMichael,®> and others included in the

1 The New Martyrs are those who suffered under Muslle, cf. De Lacy O’EARY, The
Saints of Egypt in the Coptic Calend&msterdam: Philo Press 1974, p. 21.

2 Emile Maher $HAQ, “Jirjis al-Muzahim, Saint”, inCE, IV, pp. 1335-1336. Subhi Y.
LABiB, “Bulus al-Habis, Saint'CR Il, pp. 424-425.

|Callectanlfa Christiana Orientalia 9 (2012), pp. 179-187; 1SSN 1697—2104|
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biography of Matthew the GreABarsanuphius (13 Kiahk), John Phanijoit,
Menas of al-Ashmunayn, Menas the Ascetic (17 AmshMichael of
Damietta who was a "new martyr" in the period 11@D0, Salib (feast
day: 35Kiahk), Sidhom Bishay (17 Baraath) and Simeon (feast day: 14
Kiahk).

1. The manuscript

The manuscript 9 Bible in the Coptic Muséurontains two folios relating
to a new, unnamed female martyr:

(Bibl. 9). - 214 feuillets. 20,5 X 14: 17,5 X 11 ¢ib lignes. Le manuscrit
original a été décousu et mal relié. | comprend fsllets 25-157; I
comprend les feuillets 3-24; 1ll, les feuillets 1587, c’est la suite de I. En
outre, deux feuillets d'un autre manuscrit, de ftrg® X 14, 16 X 10 cm,
ont été ajoutés, Le texte est vocalisé en partiédliX siecle

Youhanna Nessim &Usser, “Michael, a new martyr according to a fragmeinfrSaint
Macarius MonasteryBulletin de la Société d’Archéologie Copté (2007), pp. 151-
158.

The list was published. See, for example, MSsP&ibliotheque Nationale, arabe 145,
ff. 137v-141r; Kamel MkHLAH, Silsilat Ta'rikh al-Baarikah: Maktabat Dayr al-
Sunygn, Cairo 2001 (¥ ed.), lll, pp. 44-46. The list is also found iretpatriarchal
history attributed to Yusab, cf. Samuel-Suriani and Nabih Kamel Boup (eds.),
Ta'rikh al-Aba’ al-Batarikah li-l-Anba Yisab, Usquf FuwahCairo 1984, pp. 200-202.
M. N. SwansoN, The Coptic Papacy in Islamic EgypGairo — New York: The
American University Press in Cairo 2010, pp. 133-13

5 A.S. ATiva, “Martyrs, Coptic”,CE, V, pp. 1550-1559.

G. &RAF, Catalogue de manuscrits arabes chrétiens consaauéSaire «Studi e testi
63», Citta del Vaticano: Biblioteca Apostolica \tatha, 1937, p. 4, number 9. M.
SIMAIKA , Catalogue of theCoptic and Arabic Manuscripts in the Coptic Museteg
Patriarchate, the Principal Churches of Cairo anteXandria and the Monasteries of
Egypt,Cairo: Publications of the Coptic Museum, 19323.number 39.
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2. TheHistorical background

The martyrdom of this new unnamed female stpnk place in the year
1491 during the reign of al-Ashraf Sayf alrDQayt Biy (Jan. 1468- Aug.
1496) and during the patriarchate of John XIlI.

Many significant events took place during this érae monasteries of
the Red Sea were attacked and fell into ruins atabe year 1506 AD.
Patriarch John XIlI, all too aware of, “the greassttuction, ruin and want
in every place®had written a letter to his fellow brother the rigath of
Syria and Antioch, Ignatiusiit (1494-1509 AD) describing the evefis.

Towards the end of the fifteenth century, many nsoffem Lebanon
and the Levant arrived and settled at the Syriamadtery in Vidi
Natran.** John XlII faced instability within the church alsghereby many
Coptic elites had adopted some Islamic customsh sisc polygamy, to
which the patriarch reacted by issuing several elecrand letters of
objection®?

During this time, there was a significant preseat€opts dwelling in
Jerusalem; such as the Coptic elite named Sarkisoemposed thpsalis
of the Three Young Men (in the fiery furnace) amdexplanation of the
Theotokia™

7 Subhi Y. Lagis, “John XIII", CE, IV, pp. 1346-1347.

8 M. N. Swanson, The Coptic Papagyp. 125.

® M. N. SvansoN, The Coptic Papagyp. 127.

10 |skandar BHEIRY, “Lettera del patriarca copto Yuhanna XlIl al patca siro Nuh
libanese,Parole de I'Orient30 (2005), pp. 383-409.

J. LEROY, “Un témoignage inédit sur I'état du monastére sigtens au Wadi'n Natrun
au début du XVI siécle’Bulletin de I'Institut Francais d’Archéologie Oritale 65
(1967), pp. 1-23.

Tamer EL-LEITY, Coptic Culture and Conversion in Medieval Cairo 328624
Princeton University 2005 (PhD), chapter 9, p. 362.

Youhanna Nessim &Usser “Etudes d’hymnographie Copte: Nicodéme et Sarkis
Orientalia Christiana Periodic®4 (1998), pp. 383-402. #fld Subhi RizQ, “Shakksiyat
min ta’'rikhina. II: al-Qumi Irmiya wa-Qiss”,al-Karimah al-Jaddah 2 (2005), pp. 231-
246.
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3. Text and trandation

In regards to our new unnamed female martyr, iinseghe may have been
of Egyptian origin, and her date of martyrdom isoreled in the Coptic
calendar. The following text is very interestinghese it is a rare example
of Arabic texts relating to a female martyr.
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“... and as she wandered] through the city stresbis,cried out to the
Muslims, declaring: ‘There is no religion other ithtne religion of
Christ!" thereby disdaining our religion.” So shesvbrought before
the judge who question&ther actions. Yet, she did not deny her
comments, but stood firm in her opinion. Wantingebuke her, he
(the judge) ordered that she be beaten mercileshby [onlookers]
begged her to submit to the Muslim religion, bue skfused to
submit to those who did not receive the Holy Sg@rit all the more
she continued declaring the Lordship and true diviof Jesus
Christ. And so she continued in her resolve [...]JeTidge decreed
that in his opinion [...] she deserved death by tlverd, meaning
she must be beheaded. So he sent his own swordsmame
governor of the city to declare his opinion on base.

She [the saint] left the court rejoicing in heragtfast declaration
of the truth and rejecting falsehood. She did rear fthe terrible
threats, but rather, she had no regard for thethiéd perishes, but
instead looked forward to eternal life. She hadlalight in revenge
and refused temporal joy in search rather for elgay.

[On the day of her martyrdom] those who planneg@ddicipate
in the killing, and those who came out of evil zeaére gathered
together and the fire of anger and hatred and gevéunirned within
them against her, according to what the Lord JE$uist said in the
gospel of John the Evangelist: “But the hour is tmmwhen
whoever kills you will think and claim that he haffered sacrifice
to God. And they will do this because they have kmdwn the
Father or Me**

She was led to them [her persecutors] as a laniedigo the
slaughterl.6 Some beat her with sticks and others stoned haite w
some whipped her with palm branches. As she caose db dying

14 Reading uncertain.
> John 16:1-3.
16 |saiah 53:7.
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from all the blows she suffered, the swordsmandcdat with the
command for execution, according to the order hé feceived.
They led her to the nave of the glorious (ChurcH) the
Resurrection, and rather than carrying out the rorfié the
governor], they instead affixed her with iron ndilsa cross and set
her on fire. During this time the saint cried otMy Lord Jesus
Christ, open to me Your door, for | am Your daugtit8o when her
persecutors reproached her for her words, she eebtilem saying:
“O ignorant ones! Do not you see the heavens opErltere were
also Christian onlookers standing near the saird whs nailed to
the cross, weeping because of the intensity oftdhteires she was
enduring, and beseeching Christ to help her arehgtinen her to
endure the hardships and remain steadfast in faitthat she may
gain victory and eternal happiness and be a safrpade for them
all.

When the fire became more intense, the nails fethfher hands
that held her to the cross, and as her body felwdad in the east
direction of the gate of the holy (Church) of Resation, she gave
up her spirit in peace and attained the glorioasvorof martyrdom.
She went to her eternal rest on th& #®Baramiat in the year 1207
of the pure martyrs (1491 AD).

Meanwhile, the swordsman, keen to have her wholdybo
consumed by the fire, fuelled the fire with strawdavood and, with
instruments, continued rotating her body in the.ffor it is written
in the gospel: “Amen. Unless a grain of wheat falshe earth..”®
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17 Acts 7:56.
18 John 12:24
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