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Resumen: El autor intenta averiguar el procedimiento yitelal de aceptacion
de calcedonianos y nestorianos en el rito copttagando diversos escritos
patristicos y editando un texto arabe tardio.

Abstract: The author try to detect the procedure, and iteeaf accepting
Chalcedonian and Nestorian to the Coptic rite by @xpd several pratistic
writings and editing late Arabic text.
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Introduction

The Baptism or re-Baptism of the heretics was abnagreat debate in
the Early Church. Some fathers such as FirmilianCeksarea of
Cappadocia (third century) considered the bapti$rthe heretic as
null.! The African bishops such as Cyprian, (contemporaiye pope
Stephen), never recognise the validity of the Baptof the Heretics.

His compatriot (fellow country man) Tertullian hadso the same
attitude€. While Stephen, pope of Rome (254-257) considehed

| would like to thank father Athanasius of SaMacarius who kindly provide me
with a copy of this manuscript kept in a privatdexdion.
1 J. QuasTEN, Initiation aux Péres de L’EgliseTraduit par J. Laporte (Paris: Cerf

1958), I, p.154.
J. QUASTEN, Initiation ..., Il, pp. 292, 406, 432, 435, 448.
% J. QUASTEN, Initiation ..., I, p. 332.

[Coliectanea Christiana Orientalia 3 (2006), pp. 317-334; 155N 1697-2104]
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rebaptism of the heretic as an innovatlobhis opinion is shared by
his successor Sixtus (257-258).

After the Council of Chalcedon, Peter the IberiBhjloxenus of
Mabboug and Timothy Aelurfisbelieved that those who renounced
Chalcedon should not be subjected to the humihatibre-ordination
or re-baptism but should rather make a written ggsibn of faith and
penancé

Severus of Antioch is the most outspoken in ttesés Many of his
letters mentioned his opinion such as his letterthte Orthodox
clergymen and laymen in Antioch

“About those who have erred and fallen away to ticak
communion, and have repented and wish to come tmatke
truth by the path of legal penitence...Whereas s@wé,learn,
of those who are said to have been re-ordaindung horrible

even to hear®

To Simeon the presbyter and archmandrite of the asteny of
Teleda, Serevus wrote:

“Receive those who wish to come to the orthodoxhfaihd
share with you in the same struggiés.

To lIsaac of blessed memory, Severus repeated time sa
statement® Severus mentioned the regulations of Timothy Aeso
that John and John the presbyters accepted Silthaysiest:

“As to Silvanu who is of heretical ordination, boggs to be

received, you ought not to be diffulty seeing thhe
regulations of the holy Timothy have marked out fneper

J. QIASTEN, Initiation ..., I, p. 282.

J. QUASTEN, Initiation ..., Il, p. 284.

On his life, cf. T. @LANDI, Storia della Chiesa di Alessandriilano, 1968), I,

pp. 89-90. Evelyn WITE, Monasteries of Wadi N'Natruh (New Yok, 1926), n° 31.
About his role in the ecclesiastical affairs, di. BLAUDEAU, “Timothée Aelure et la
direction ecclesiale de 'Empire post-Chalcédonjé&teévue des Etudes Byzantibds
(1996), pp. 107-133.

" P. ALEN & C.T.R. HaYwARD, Severus of Antioch the Early Church Fathers
(London & New York: Routedge, 2004), p. 21 and ntfleon p. 177.

& E.W. BRooks The Sixth book of the Select letters of Severuwpat of Antioch in
the Syriac version of Athanasius of Nisifliendon: The Text and Translation Soci-
ety, 1904), 1I/2, p. 320 (translation).

® E.W. BRooKs The Sixth book of the Select letters of Severys 323.

10 E.W. BROOKs The Sixth book of the Select letters of Severys 324.
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course for you, and have laid down for you the métto be
followed in this case..™*

Severus gave a detailed account his letter to J@hilpxenus and
Thomas the bishops, confessors on the hill of Mardeing about the
validity of the baptism of this heretics by mentimn Timothy of
Alexandria once more:

“For you teach those who stand to keep the orthdditkx, and
to practise a devout and just life: while to thegd® have been
led away to error you teach the way of repentancgiting
them forgiveness canonical and legal... Whence alsertain
Theodotus, one of the bishops of Palestine, becdese
presumed to anoint certain persons, was repudiated
expelled, both by Timothy archbishop of the city thfe
Alexandrines and by all who shared his opini&ﬁs”

1. The manuscript

The manuscript is a collection of moral and pasttvaology for
priests in addition to some practicalliturgical issues Fol.149 recto
contains the following colophon:
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' E.W. BROOKS The Sixth book of the Select letters of Severysp..326-337.
12 E.W. BROOKS The Sixth book of the Select letters of Severysp..347-350.
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%) FL«J\ UWC‘W d}gg ;b LA4>}J %ﬁjo&‘\z—ﬁ‘j (ReY]
ool daig ) Gl g dais ey ageiy
Translation:

“(Here) finishes this book, which is the pure canon blessed
Thursday 12 of Baramhat, which is the seventh month, in th@t€o
year 1570 of the pur€,happy righteous martyr, May God grant us, the
acceptance of their prayers to the last breath.mrAme

The person in charge was the honoured pure, gaErfect entrusted
precious priest, our father the Hegumen Herminant@ster of the
church of the great saint Abba Hernfihat Qaw® of the East, by
spending his own money and his private belongimgs,beseech the
Lord elevated God in His Highest to help him andasl him zeal for
this work, by the forgiveness of his sins, throubh intercessions of
Lady Madonna, the Virgin, the angels, the pure Alpssthe martyrs
and all who pleased Him.

An inalienable endowment and eternal bequest ferdhurch of
saint Abba Hermina at Qaw of the East. It shoulddld or given as a
pledge, or borrowed, or taken out of his endownfentny damaging
reason whoever transgress and took it out of hdowment for the
abovementioned reason, will have his share witho8ithhe Magician
and who resembled to him; and whoever preservedcanderved it,
God may guard him; Amen!

1.1. The text
L VI poddl) = 5 Ny V15 Y s
& o JUESY) 3L O Al Al i e e (B g Lo Lo

e s pe Jlasb by o 4o 4y pind) 1L)) I 4] pad) (i) b))

% ].e. 20 March 1854AD

14 3. MUYSER, “Ermite périgrinant et peélerin infatigable; fragm arabe de la vie
d’Anba Harmin, racontée par son compagnon de vopageHor de Preht'BSAC9
(1943), pp. 159-23. R.-G.dQUIN, “Harmina, Saint”, CE 4, pp.1209a-1209b.

* R.-G. ®QUIN and M MARTIN, S. J. “Dayr Harmina”, CB, p. 808. Fr SamuelL-
SURIANY & Badii HABIB, Guide to Ancient Coptic Churches and Monasteries in
Upper Egyp{Cairo, 1991), n° 101. (South of al-Badari, IzHaAgbat).
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Translation:

“In the name of the Father and the Son and the Bpilyit one God.

This is what was found in a copy arranged by theptiCo
domination, if somebody from another denominatioshes to become
a member in the Jacobite denomination; his accept#n subject to
objective deeds:

Among these (requirements), that he might fast kbl Forty
(days), which is eight weeks and five days a weéhowut (counting)
the Saturdays and Sundays. The beginning of theembentioned
weeks is Monday and their end is Friday, the cixioifi's week, which
is a week before the crucifixion, before the tras$dver, and which is
followed by the Great Saturday. He should not estfatty (meats) or
what is coming from them.

He should perform the seven known prayers. If Hsmewledges
the correctness of that and commit himself to dahien he should
stand in front of the holy altfrand confess the orthodox right creed
established by our holy fathers the three hundned eighteen in
Nicaea without any addition or omission.

Then he should recite the holy creed that therenis Christ in
Hypostasis, Nature, Will and Act.

After that, he participates with the faithful iretpbrayer and liturgy.

It is known that foundation of the Christian denoations, who are
the Melkites, the Nestorians and the Jacobitespismon in the faith
of ten fundamental rules among them the confessiame Baptism. If
someone from the two denominatidhsr their followers decides to
leave his rite intending to enter to the Jacobigmaimination, his
baptism is recognized after rejecting the two Satsts, the two
Hypostases and the two Wills in the reality of L&Htrist — to Whom

6 The sanctuary is meant here.
17" |.e. the Melkites and Nestorians.
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is the glory — he should confess the unity in aflatvwe mentioned
above.

Then the priest shall read the established prayethé Coptic
Church, which is suitable for every group to thénam of the Coptic
Church. This all will take place in front of thetat® of God and with
the instruction of the priest to the Creed. He #horecite the
confession, and by the grace of God, Let Him beatél, he will stand
in front of the altar, as we first mentioned, aredwill prostrate three
times to God.

The priest then will instruct him the Creed to ésds and after
reciting he will say:

“l confess that the Son of God, the Eternal Woodktflesh with a
rational and intellectual soul from our pure Ladge Virgin saint
Mary, He made it one with His divinity, by the truaion. He is One
Nature, One Person, without mingling or confusion,alteration or
changing. He delivered His body to the wood oftwdy cross, by His
own will, for our sake all. And Christ is one aftdis union with the
body. One is He who was invited to the marriag€aha of Galile¥
as man and He is the same who transformed the teateine as God.
In all cases and deeds, He did not separate. Thenlri Christ with
his Body is like the union between the soul andlibdy. Even if the
soul and the body have different natures, but bsirtlinion they
became in one man. It is also the same for Lords€hie is His body
is One Christ, One Lord, One nature, One will. Hedme by the
Union one Son, one Christ, one Prosopon, He igdivided into two.
There is One Trinity before and after the Unionthilog was added to
Him with the flesh. Christ, the Word of God, is sabstantial to the
Father, creator and eternal as His Father and Idiy Bpirit. He is
Begotten from the Father before all ages, Lightfrbight, true God
from true God, Begotten not created consubstawiil the Father by
whom all things were made; Who for us men and far galvation
came down from heaven and was incarnated of thg Bpirit and of
the Virgin Mary. The natures did not divided aftee Union but we
say one nature to God the incarnated Word of Godh wi
uncomprehended mystery. Christ is one in all aspactHypsotasis,
Nature, Will and Act, to whom be the glory foreweith His Father and
His Holy Spirit Amen.”

8 sanctuary is meant here.
¥ John 2:1-11.
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And after his confession by what was explained abdke priest
makes him sit in front of the door of the sanctuang then the priest
said:

“In the name of the Father” entirely; “Our Fathexitirely; “Have
mercy upon me, God® entirely; “The sick™

He (the priest) recites the troparia of the T&rcand its
absolutio™ while the book of the Gospel is on his head (the
converted) as well as the entire vase of Myrontaectross and he (the
priest) recites on him all the absolutions of theu@h and Lord Have
Mercy 41 times and the priest anoints him with @aspel in the name
of the Holy Trinity and also with the Holy Crossdathen the priest
will sign him three times with the vase f the Héllyron while sealed
with its seal as confirmation to his promises; hanaiudes with
recitation of the blessing.

He (the priest) gives him enough time till he (tbenverted)
completes the canon, which was imposed by his ssitfe fathef?

Glory be to our Lord, eternally and forever.

Comments

1. The relationship between this confession andtimession of faith
mentioned in the life of Severus of Antioch atttd to Athanasius of
Antioch:

The Life of Severus Our text
Ll Bl degmnl) BLYL O amy o | Aegdied) LS Y BLYL O ey

V.@.ufpu-\ww\cj).;)@@ wﬁ@uj
We believe and confess, the straightle confesses the orthodox right
faith of our holy fathers the thrgecreed established by our haly

% ps 51

2L The prayer for the intercession for the sick tiigse prayers cf. JERwICK, “The
significance of similarities in the anaphoral Ietession sequence in Coptic
Anaphora of Saint Basil and other Ancient LiturgjeStudia Patristical8/2 (1989),
pp. 355-362.

2 0.H.E. BJRMESTER The Horologion of the Egyptian ChurchStudia Orientalia
Christiana AegyptiacgCairo, 1973), pp. 42-44 (Coptic), pp. 164-165dksh), pp.
21-22 (Arabic).

% 0.H.E. BJRMESTER The Horologion..,., pp. 44-45 (Coptic), pp. 165-166 (English),
p. 22 (Arabic).

2 Lit “receiver”.
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hundred and eighteen bishopg$athers the three hundred apd
assembled at Nicaea by the power|dafighteen in Nicaea without any

the Holy Spirit present with theth

addition or omission.
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% Youhanna Nessim AUsser The Arabic Life of Severus of Antioch attributed to
Athanasius of Antioct?O 49/4, N 220 (Turnhout Brepols, 2004), p 440-441 [76-

77] §76.
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% Youhanna Nessim QUSSER The Arabic.,

.pp. 446-447 [82-83], § 81- 82.
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2. The second part of the confession is taken filoenSymbol of
Nicaea:

The profession of Faith of the Our text
318 Nicaea
The Only Begotten, begotten fromHe is Begotten from the Father
the Father, that is from the substanceefore all ages, Light from Light
of the Father, God from God, lighttrue God from true God, Begottgn
from light, true God from True God, not created consubstantial with the
begotten not made, consubstantidrather, through whom all things
with the Father, through whom gllwere made; Who for us men and for
things came to be, both in heavemur salvation came down from
and those in earth, for us humanbeaven and was incarnated of the
and for our salvation he came dowrHoly Spirit and of the Virgin Mary.
and became incarnate, became
human®’

Life of Severus by Athanasius Our text
One nature and not two separate@he natures did not divided after the
natures; whatever the Word hadJnion but we say one nature to Gopd
performed was by one singlethe incarnated Word of God with
economy without separation from hisuncomprehended mystery. Christ
humanity, either in the deeds that|i®ne in all aspects in Hypsotas
exclusively Divine or that which i$ Nature, Will and Act, to whom b
purely human..?® the glory forever with His Fathe
and His Holy Spirit Amen.

S

=0

3. The Canons of Patriarch Christodulos (1047-1@)7/Mentions
in the canon 26:

o bris O e Baie WSs 00 &3 e S M6 2Se 8T 0l 7 95 o0
DMY!VJSJY)\ \)MY)\JMY\ u#yd\ STJ.AY‘

“Whosoever has married a Melkite woman, it is nosgible for them
to be crowned with us, till after he has imposed tos wife the

condition that she shall not communicate exceph wg, and that they
shall not baptise their children except with &5.”

27 N. TANNER, Decrees of the Ecumenical Coun@iVashington: Georgetown Univer-
sity Press Washington, 1990), p. 5*.

% Youhanna NessimQUSSER The Arabic... § 78.

2 0.H.E. BJRMESTER “The Canons of Christodulos, Patriarch of AlexdadAD
1047-1077),"Le Muséort5 (1932), pp. 71-84, especially pp. 76-77, 82.
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4. The bookBook of Spiritual Medicin& —a manual of moral and
pastoral theology- ascribed to Michael bishop of Malij and Atftb
(thirteenth century) which was also translated iEthiopic? states
clearly
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“And about that the Holy Spirit knows that theiitfais straight or
nearly straight, they separate themselves fromyusheir traditions,
sayings that they are committed to either by ignoea the fathers did
not ordered us to baptise them. The reason of #pidm is to be
performed in the Name of the Father, the Son aadHibly Spirit; The
Consubstantial Trinity and the eternity. It is aldwe faith in the
Incarnation of the Son... Whosoever believes is ihian Orthodox
faithful, nothing is less for his faith but he wssparated in different

% This book became a model to the nomocanon ofgBHed al-Akhmimi cf. V.
o FREDERICK, “Farajallah al-Akhmimi”, CH, p. 1089.

Patriarchal Library Theol. 295 did not attribueeMichael cf. M. 81AIKA & Yassa
ABD AL-MASH, Catalogue of the Coptic and Arabic manuscripts tie Coptic
Museum, the Patriarchate, the Principal Churche<afro and Alexandria and the
Monasteries of Egyf{Cairo, 1942), Il/1, pp. 173-174, no 394.

E. GERULLI, La letteratura etiopica«Le letterature del mondo» 30 (Florenktlan,
1968), p. 176.
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customs, traditions, lack of knowledge of explamatiHe opposed to
some fasting days, or some statements or foodfditis is not lesser
but he should be considered as a sinner faithfaénever he will leave
this sin separated him from us, he became oneusithe should not be
baptised or curse him or curse his belief ... acemydio what is

ordered by the Canon 36 and 25 of the 318 fatléiNicaea)®

5. Another commentary from the same Manuscript:36at-37r
A s o O Sl oLl sy O g8 131 ke del S AL
55 ds 0l 5, o b 3 OIS 01y Ll s a el sl
Sy Bl Y Lal IS e e O Ol Ll
By Alslgka ag LY e J sl 800 (3 Lo 0557 20 8 bLL
o5 S o o S Gl e sl o O GBS R el
Sy day apdsens o A B3]l Cade 3 J )l Al y aads
O m g ) el ) B (3 ety e iy a AL slizeY)
3 2sso e Blsko e giedl oS 5B ¢ b8 L IS 3 sl
A a3 0 SGy Ledl s e B e Bty IS Adad dad)
By B yd e 35568 G5 el Ll S crdly el
e 5 @l oyl clly (gindl iV b o S0 4 Gl
At g A Wy ol by e ol ol By oty 2 SN (3 L ) 2
a3 eVl S U s k] ey s s e

“The question number fourteefif a Melkite or Nestorian person
wishes to enter to the Jacobite denomination, shbel be baptised?

% Fr. J. @LN, “Der Nomokanon Mihails von Malig'Qriens Christianus (1906), pp.
70-237; 7 (1907), pp. 1-135; 8 (1908), pp. 110-2BB8hop SMUEL, al-7ibb al-
rihani (Cairo, 1999), pp. 103-104. (For a book reviewkefLUCCHES| Orientalia
Christiana Periodica67 (2001), pp. 214-216. This critic is more subjextthan
objective).

330



The acceptance of the non-Jacobite... 331

And if he has any rank of the priesthood, shouldbéee-consecrated?
And if he is married, should he be re-crowned dPno

The Answer The Aconites, Melkites and Nestorians have in
common ten fundamental issues of the faith amoegntithe unique
baptism. If one, from the above two denominatiarstheir followers,
wishes to leave his denomination to enter to tleeklite denomination,
his baptism will be accepted after renouncing tleéeb of the two
substances, the two hypostases and the two wiliérreality of Lord
Christ — to Whom be the glory- and confess the easrin all the
abovementioned. The Jacobite priest will reciteygra established in
the Coptic Church for each group for joining it€t@hurch). This all
will take place in front of the holy altrwith the instruction of the
priest.

As for the ranks of the priesthood, the (candidat#)be degraded
one degree, and accepted and he will be consedrgttee hand of the
Jacobite priest to the same rank that he left,rdento concelebrate
with us. As for the other rank, it depends on hixthy. As for the
marriage, it should be accepted after the renupaciat what was
mentioned and the confession of what was listed.”

6. A third commentary in the same manuscript @@k-v) repeats
the same abovementioned statement. The text isilmaryy a certain

al-Sheikh Maximus$? may God grant rest to his soul!
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% Sanctuary is meant here.

% For this person cf. G.”&F, GCAL, IV, p. 128. However my friend Adel Sidaroas
another opinion cf. Adel Y. IBARUS, “Athanasius von Qus und die arabisch-
koptische Sprachwissenschaft des Mittelalt&#dliotheca Orientalis34 (1977) 22-
35.
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We begin with the help of the Elevated God andi®gtod ordering to
copy some questions and answers which the revesleled Maximus
intended to assemble may God give rest to his soul.

A Question about a melkite priest desiring to mtawvéhe opinion to
the Jacobites, should he continue the serviceeopitlesthood?

The answer, To move from the opinion of the Melkite the
opinion of the Jacobite should be considered with tegal acts, before
his participation in the fasting, the prayer anel tommunion (Qurban)
etc..
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Among these (acts) he should fast the fast of tilg torty (days)
according to the order of our Lord Christ, his papostles and their
righteous successors. The fast should be eightsvaed in each week
five days, without its Saturdays and Sundays. Tégirtming of these
weeks should be the day of Monday and their laay)dhould be
Friday of the crucifixion, which is before the treassover, which will
be followed by the great Saturday.

He should not eat any of the fetidness, or whatasluced from it.

Among them the prayers established in the Holy Ciinlrefore the
council of Schism, namely the prayers for the $i@es, the prayers in
the established time according to the canon-lavcware seven known
and obligatory; then the prayers for the sacrifiestablished by our
Lord Christ and his pure disciple and their foretreagccessors before
the schism, and its restriction that the sacrififfered should be from
the pure, new white flour bread, and the pure wihshould be baked
on the same and nothing will be kept for the next d

If he acknowledges the exactitude of all these, @artd he commits
himself to do them, he will stand in front of there saint altaf and
confess the true faith established by our fatHees3tL8 bishops in the
holy council of Nicaea, then he recites the expoessof faith
mentioning that Christ is one in all aspects indstpsis, nature, will
and desire and then he prays and partakes to thenanion with the
faithful and if he has a rank of the priesthoodwilt be reduced to
what is unde and if he partakes with the orthodaithful in their
fasting and their prayers so his own caliésnonsuit.”

Conclusion

The present text shows the evolution of the riteeakption of the
non-Chalcedonian to the Coptic Church.

1. Timothy of Alexandria and Severus of Antiochistsd on the
validity of the baptism and ordination of the “hics”, while
asked for a written confession.

2. In the Eleventh, the canon of Christodulos moewtd for the first
time the profession of the faith in front of thencaary.

3. In our both texts, while recognising the valdiof Baptism,
marriage and to a certain extend the ordinatiogretlis a liturgical

36
37

Sanctuary is meant here.
Punishment is meant here.
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rite in front the sanctuary including the professaf faith inspired
mainly from polemical works such as the life of 8ews of
Antioch by Athanasius, as well as the symbol ofddre and the
prayer of intercession for the sick.

4. The fathers of the eleventh century (Christoglund the thirteenth
century (Michael of Malij) continued this tradtion.

5. The repetition of the acceptance of non-chaloidoto the Coptic
denomination in a manuscript of the nineteenth ugmshows that
some of the Copts who followed the Catholic and téatant
missions wanted to return back to the “Orthodoxy”.
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