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It has long been recognised that the major towns and cities of Andalusia
contributed masstvely, and disproportionately in relation 1o other areas of the
Iberian peninsula, in their effort to support the war of Isabella the Catholic and her
husband Ferdinand against the Nasrid kingdom of Gragada.’ It appears that, if the
advice of one commentator based in the area, Dicgo de Valera, governor lalcaidel
of Puerto de Santa Maria, had been accepted by the Crown in 1482, the war might
have lasted much less than ten years, 1o isolate the Mushim state and bring it 1O
its knees, valera advocated a blockade of the Straits of Gibraltar (then, as now,
easily crossed by surreptitious small boats), and a combined land and naval
operation against the port of Malaga, which he rightly saw as the essential
econamic artery of the kingdom.* However, as was recognised by chroniders of
the perod, the campaigns eventually mounted by Isabella and Ferdinand’s
government against Nasrid Granada were and are generally remembered as a
chivalric crusade, in which Andahlisian magnates played the predominant part.
Indeed, the parish priest of Los Palacios, Andrés Berndldez, compared the conduct
of the marquis of Cadiz in the Granada campaigns to that of Ulysses in the Trojan
wars.?

Such impressions are to 4 considerable extent boroe oul, not only by
individual acts of bravery and leadership on the field of battle as well as in the
sieges on which so much of the Catholic Monarchs” success depended, but also by
the level of militury support given o the war by members of the Castilian upper
nobility.* During the successive Campaigns, Cordoban magnates such as Don
Alonso de Aguilar and the count of Cabra were able, on at least eight wocasions,
10 put forces into the field which consisted of rwo hundred or more cavalry and
at least the same npumber of infanuy.  Lesser members of the city's seignorial
nobility, such as Gonzaleo Mejia, lord of Santa Fufemia, and Egas Venegas, lord of
Luque, contributed twenty or more horsemen each.’ In addition, those members
of the upper nobility who dominated Jorez de 1z Frontera and its surrounding area,
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such as the duke of Medina Sidonia, the marquis of Cadiz and the Adelantado of
Andalusia, were able to provide contingents of similar or greater propurtions. The
owns themselves also made massive contributions of manpower during the
Giranada campaigns. Cardoba was able, on various occasions, to raise up to 750
horsemen and 5,000 infaniry, while Jerez produced about 300 horse and 1000
foowsoldiers.? Although overall population figures remain uncertain, both were
evidenuly large and costly conmibutions, but many other demands were made on
these towns by the Crown, apart from the provision of manpower.  Inevitably,
somme of these burdens were financial, as money was required to support other
aspects of the war effori. In 1486, the Crown demanded a loan of a million
maravedis from Cordoba city council and 300,000 sy from Jerez, while, three
years later, the respective figures were 950.000 and 600.000 #2238 Towns also had
a duty to supply provisions for the Christian armies. In a letter from Cérdoba,
dated 15 May 1482, Ferdinand and Isabella asked Jerez not only for three hundred
lancers (lanceros) and a similar number of crasshowmen (hallesterod, but also
3000 fanegas of flour, 3000 arrobas of wine, a hundred cows, five hundred sheep,
a hundred pigs, three hundred goats and a hundred gquintales of hemp.? Demands
were made in 1483 for eight duys’ provisions and two hundred cattle, other
unspecified animals and 172 oxen with carters, while in 1484 the requirements
were 500 pack-animals, 25000 fanegas of flour and a further seventy cans with
oxen and canters. In 1488, four hundred loaded pack-animals were asked for.?® in
addition to all this, the Crown demanded extra tax contributions from these towns.
In April 1482, Jerez council placed imposiciones of three per cent on such
commuodities as cloth, fruit, shoes, honey, wax and cochinesl, in order o raise
150,000 mirs for the war, while in June of that vear, a repartimienito of 407,793 mrs
was raised from the alcabala and almofarifazgo of the town, It appears that the
money was spent on the billeting of royal troops and on their mule-train i
Professor Ladero long ago established that Ferdinand and Isabella achieved
considerable success in their efforts, afier the Cortes of Toleds in 1480, to increase
the revenues of the Castilian Crown and it s evilent that, up to January 1492,
much of this money was spenmt on the Granada campaigns.’¢ What is less
commonly recognised, though, is that the demands of war on towns such as
Cordoba and Jerez did not cease when the Nasrid kingdom fell. In March 1496,
Jerez was asked for 156 handgunners (espingarderos) 10 join an army being
recruited by Ferdinand at Perpignan to fight the French, The town was required
to provide the soldiers with two months’ pay, and also supply 2500 cabices of
wheat, The Muslim revolt in the Alpujareas led 10 a rare general levy of all the
able-bodied men of Jerez aged between seventeen arxl seventy, while in 1503,
money was raised once again for war against France, Jerez's share was just over
a mullion maravedis. In 1509, further levies of soldiers and anificers were made
for Cisneros’ crusade o Orant? Cordoba found iself in a similar case during the
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period tollowing the capture of Granada. As potential conflict with the French was
building up in the last days of 1495, the corregidor and council received a request
for four hundred hand-gunners, with armour, and pay for two months.}* Thus
began a long wrangle berween the city and the Crown, over the extent of the
requirements for manpower and finance that were to be made by the latter, a
dispute which was to highlight existing social tensions in Cérdoba. The wider
issues will be considered below, but the immediate narrative went as follows,
according to the minutes of the meetings of the city council. On 8 January 1495,
the weinticuatros voted to pay two hundred reales as expenses to Juan Mexia,
Jurado of La Rambla, for him 1o go to Court to protest at the Crown's demands for
war taxation during the previous vear, while, on 15 February, the council agreed,
after a debate, to appeal against the levy of the hand-gunners. Mexia returned with
the news that the twoops would be reguired to assemble by the end of March, but
the formation of the royal army was postponed until the end of June, at Almazin
{8aria). The council decided that its contingent should gather at Almodévar del
Rior on Sunday 19 June !s As will become clear, the debate over the raising, and
particulardy the funding, of these rroaps was o mumble on through the ensuing
months, but in the meantime a further demand was received, on 21 Seprember of
that vear, for 150 horsemen, 200 infantry, 100 hand-gunners and 1060
crosshowmen.}é The Muslim uprising in the Alpujarras led to military demands on
Cordoba as well as Jerez. On 10 September 1499, a request came from Ferdinand,
in Granada, for thirty handgunners, teelve master campenters and twelve master
bricklayers. These last were © be men “who know how to lay bricks” [“maestros
gue sepan asentar ladvillo’], while the carpenters were to be *the wealthiest and
richest and should be good masters® [Flos méas cabdalosos ¢ ricos € que sean
buenos maestros’],  Cordoba was wokd, on 12 September, that the troops should
assemble two days later, and that they and the craftsmen should be provided with
pay by the city. By December, the situation had so deteriorated, however, that
archbishop Hernando de Talavera wrote from Granada asking for a general levy,
similar to that demanded at the same time of Jerez.Y’ When faced with the
traditional Moorish threat, Cordoba showed considembly more fervour than it had
done in financing the handgunners for Perpignan, a few vears before. Twelve
thousand maravedss were voed to pay for the horse which was to be ridden by
the city’s standard-bearer, the alférez, while the count of Cabra, as a@lguacil mayor,
agreed t© pay the municipal trumpeters and drummers ¥ The emergency
continued and, on 23 November 1500, the Crown demanded a turther hundred
handgunness, {o be sent within a week, with ammunition and wages, to the
kingdom of Granada, while on 18 December 4 plea was sent for 200 lancers, a
similar number of handgunners and 600 crossbowmen, who were © muster, with
provisions on Christmas Day.™? In the following year, the Sierra Bermeja war o0k
place, and once again, Cordoba was asked for forces comparable 1o those
demanded during the earlier war for the conquest of Granada. 800 crosshowmen
and 200 handgunners were required, their wages to be paid by the council.
Further demands were made for troops in 1502 and 1503, in the first case three
hundred handgunners, who were ‘10 be good and know how to shoot well’ ['gue
sean buenos e sepan bien tyrar], while in the latter year a series of demands was
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112 JOHN EDWARDS

made for service both in ncighbouring Granada, against Muslin rebels, and in
distant Perpignan, againat the French. 28 In 1505, troops were demanded to be sent
to Milaga for the expedition 10 Mers-al-Kebir, and Cordoba participated with jerez
in the Oran expedition of 1510.2 On 10 October of that year, a notary in Cordoba
recorded the sums which had been paid by the Crown for military service, with
appropriate documentation (albalds de biens servido) 1o nearly a2 hundred of the
city's men: the amounts paid ranged between 1150 and 6350 maraguedis, though
most received between 4000 and 3000 smrs 42 By that time, though, the political
landscape of the city and its territory had changed considerably.

The part paid by the city and area of Céardoba in the turmoil and upheavals of
the latter years of the reign of Enrique IV has long been recognised.23 However, it
has since become abundantly clear that whatever efforts had subsequently been
made by Isabel and Fernando to restore royal prestige in the region, the authority
of the Crown had begun to crumble once more in the early vears of the sixteenth
century. In the context of growing social and economic difficulties, the local upper
nobility began 10 reassert itself, pamticularly after Isabel’s death in 1504. On 15 hune
1506, the system of royally appointed corregidores or pesquisidores broke down
for the first time since 1478, The marquis of Priego and the count of Cabra
returned to exercise their former authority as @lcalde mayor and alguacil mayor,
respectively. After a long absence, they had been atending council meetings with
some regularity since the proclamation of Juana as Isabel’s successor on 8
Deceruber 1504, Although the first period of ‘constitutional’ rebellion, in 1506,
fasted a mere two months, until Don Diego Osoric was duly instalied as the
Crown's corregidor on 19 August, the habit of governing the city without recousse
to such royal officials was easily reacquired by the vefrdicuatros of Cordoba,
Ironically, it had been made possible by a reconciliation between the rival Aguilar
and Baena factions, which had largely been engineered by the Catholic Monarchs
themselves.#4 A further breakdown of the rotation of corregidores in the city, in the
latter months of 1507, allowed the marquis and count to take up the reins of power

once more, but the culmination of local defiance of the royal government came in

1508 and 1509, when Fernando, as regent of Castile, used fairly massive military
force 1o end a further excursion by the marquis of Pricgo and his supporters.
Thercafter, at the politcal level, Cordoba remained In sullen obedience to the
Crown, up 10 and beyond the revolt of the Comunidades in 1521-1522.25 Jerez, oo,
becarme involved in conlflict between nobles and the Crown in this period, owing
w ity proximity o the disputed town of Gibraltar,  In 1467, the powerful duke of
Medina Sidonia had conguered this royal possession, which was valuable to him
not only because of its strategic defensive position against Islam, but because it
possessed valuable tunny fisheries, and fited well into the chain of ports through
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which the Guzman uaded with Bieton and Flemish merchants, among others. At
the beginning of Isabel's reign, the duke was given the iitle of marquis of
Gibraltar, in recognition of her need for his support, but it was inevitable that,
once the conquest of Granada had been achieved, attempts would be made o
regain this royal possession. “This duly occurred in 1501-2, and, in 1503, Gibraltar
was placed under the authority of the cosegidor of Ronda arnd Marbella, Luis
Venegas. After Isabel's death, the new king favoured duke Juan with the titde of
captain-general of Andalusia, Granada and Murcia, but, afier Felipe followed his
mother-in-law to the grave, on 25 August 1506, the duke was ungrateful encugh
to attack Gibraltar with a significant force, consisting, according to the subsequent
royal investigation, of 900 cavalry and a thouwsand infantry. It seems that Jerez,
like other towns in the area, was glad to respond favourably to the corregidor of
Ronda’s request for help to resist this attack. On 3 October 1506, the town
council gave thirteen cabices of wheat to an alealde of Gibraltar for the relief of
the town's inhabitants, though there is no reference in the municipal records o
the sending of troops. I the event, only legal action was tken against the duke,
and it was an attack of plague, contracted in Seville, which was to inflict upon
him the supreme punishment.26

The revival of the power of the Andalusian nobility in the first ten or twenty
years of the sixteenth century brought to renewed prominence those partially
feudal secial and political groupings known as “bands” (bandos). These units of
individuals went bevond the ties of allegiance which were involved in being the
vassals of great lords, or members of their families or lineages (finajes), to form far
more amorphous and complex albances, often known as pearciaiidades” In the
case of Cordoba, the fifteenth-century conflict between the houses of Aguilar and
Baena had been replaced, in the difficult and unstable first decade of the sixteenth
by opposition between the marquis of Pricgo, in alliance with the bishop of
Cordoba, Don Juan Daza (1505-1510), on the one hand, and the faction led by the
alcaide de los donceles, Don Diego Ferndndez de Cordob, on the othern®® In the
case of Jerez, the wwn fell into the sphere of influence of the rival Guamin and
Ponce de Leon families # However, the main interest here is in the middling ranks
of the nobility, which provided the core of these bandos.

Much work has been done, in recent years, on the various ranks of noble and
knight which were to be found in late medieval Castilc.®® The resulting
categorisation is as follows. At the top of the sacial scale were the upper nobility,
the fewer than a hundred linecages which were to be classified, in the reign of the
emperor Charles V, as the grandes. The rest of the approximately ten per cent of
the Castilian population which was recognised as having noble rank in the perdod
of the Catholic Monarchs was, according to Marie-Claude Gerbet, divided into two
main parnts, the middling nobility (moyenne noblesse), or bidalgos, and the urban
knights (caballeros villanos)31 In the specific case of Cérdoba, however, while the
grandes or titulos, for example the leaders of the bandos, were easily
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114 JOHN EDWARDS

distinguishable, it may be preferable to classify somewhat differently those who
were below them in the hierarchy of nobility and knighthood. The distinction
between bidalgos and caballeros was to become a source of controversy,
particularly in Cérdoba, in this period, but it also seems necessary to distinguish
those nobles, or bidalgos, who possessed lordships (seriorios) from others who,
though possessing noble stats, may have had few economic resources. The
seignorial nobility seems not to have been the target of the caballeros de contia y
gracia, or de premia, in Andalusian towns such as Jerez and Cordoba:  their
concem was the ‘poar Aidalpos.

On the face of it, the cualifications required for the stanis of bidalge were so
specific that they ought not to have caused great difficuity. To be recognised as
noble, 2 man had w0 possess a fixed family residence and was, by the fiieenth
century, ncreasingly required o marry within his peer-group. The concept of
linafe was thus becoming increasingly importan in the obtaining and the retention
of bidalguia. Apart fom social status, the possession of nobility also had legal,
social and economic implicatons. In werms of the law, a bidaigo had a2 personal
reladonship with the ruler, and could only be arrested on his or her express order.
In recogerition of his military calling, his horses and weapons were exempt from
seizure for debt or any other cause, and because of his supposed virtue and purity
of blood, he might not be judicially wriured. Affairs of honour between hidalgas
could be settled by a duel, and if 2 noble suffered the death penalty, this was by
beheading not hanging. These privileges natunally applied to the dided nobility as
well. In soctal and economic wens, 2 bidalgo was severely restricted, at least in
theory, in how he might earn his living, ‘Base and vile oftfices’, not proper for a
noblemar, included, sccording to legislation of Juan 1, those of tailor tanner,
carpenter, stone-culter, digger, cloth-shearer, barber, spice-merchant, refailer and
shoe-maker32 Those found to be practising such jobs and crafts would
immediately be returned (o the jurados™ ax-lists arxd become contributors to direct
taxation {pecvercs). As about three quarters of the roval revenue in the late
fifteenth cenwiry came from indirect taxation and particularly from the glcabala,
which did not allow for exemptions, the econommic gain o be obtained from being
a hidalgo outside the ttled nobility was not gieat.  The symbolic importance of
such status was, however, dearly demonstrated by the growing conflict, in
Andalusian towns such as Cordoba and Jerez, between bidalgos and caballeros de
premia, or de gracia y contid, which developed in the 1490s and the first two
decades of the sixteenth century, particularly in the former own.

The writer and military man Dicgo do Valera had a clear view of the distinction
between knighthood and nobility.  For him, knighthood could not, according to
Roman law, confer nobility on a man, unless he became a papal knight.33 In other
words, he retained the earlier notion that to be a knight was a function, rather than
something that could be inherited through the possession of ‘blue’ blood. It was
on this concept that the institution of the ‘urban’ knight was based. The ancestors
of the cabaileros who occupied this category in towns such as Cordoba and Jerez
were the caballeros villanos of towns further north, in earier stages of the
Reconguest. They had originally been induced (o maintain the necessary
equipment of a2 knight in paricular a horse, and display # at regulac intervals on
public parade, by the offer of exemption from monedas, which formed a relatively
minor part of roval direct taxation in the fifteenth century, However, the link
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between knighthood and wealth, rather than noble descent, was to prove strong
in the fourteenth and Hfteenth centuries, and in the reign of the Catholic Monarchs,
Andalusian males were required by law to serve as caballercs in this catcgory if
their property was worth more than 50000 magrgredis.?* The recouds from Jerez
and Coérdoba show that individugls often found it difficult to reconcile their
economic and military vocations.

Tensions of this kind are evident in Jerez from early in the fifteenth century.
The acts of the own's council of thirteen in 1409 include the recognition, on 11
Drecember, of six individuals as caballeros de contia, in the patishes of San Juan,
San Salvador and San Marcos.3? A parade of knights was ordered 1o take place on
12 January, but it emerged from this that many of them were not maintaining the
requisite eguipment and weapons.3® A surviving list of caballeros de condia,
recorded by the jurados and received by the council in April 1426, gives a brief
impression of their social profile: they included cloth and lnen merchants, as well
as blacksmiths ¥ Later records indicate that a parade of caballeros de gracia v de
contia was ordered to take place at 1 pm on Palm Sunday 1455 It may be
revealing, however, that on this occasion the council asked for the attendance of
‘any other persons who have horses’, while all those who failed to attend were to
be fined 600 mrs each.3® Shmilar desperation may be indicated by the granting of
the rank of caballera de contice to the porter of the council chambers, in March
1459.39

In the case of Cordoba, the records are best from the 14903 and after. In the
period following the conclusion of the Granada war, parades (@lardesy of
caballeros de premia were held with some regularity, for example on the last
Sunday of May in 1495, on the Sunday at the end of Easter week in 1196 [*pestrerc
dia de Pascua primero gue viend'), for All S8aints’ day {1 November] 1497, for the
last Sunday of May 1500 and, after some interruption during the troublesome years
experienced by the city in the early sixteenth century, on All Saints’ day 1515490 A
subsequent discussion in the city council suggests that all did not go well on the
day. Half of the caballeros de premia did not appear on parade, and those that
did were not properly equipped. In other cases, sons and servants were sent as
substitutes, “and those who did sally forth were in as great disorder as those who
stayed in the aforesaid city”. 41 The tension between the desire (o achieve knightly
status and the economic difficulty of retzining it was evident in a number of cases.
The town cerk [escribano del concejol of Cordoba recorded the recognition,
during these years, of various individuals as caballeros de premmin. The matter was
not, however, uncontroversial. At its meeting on 19 October 1496, during the
dispute over social status and military service which had been precipitated in the
city by the Crown's demands for troops 10 defend Catalan territory against the
French, Juan de Arguifiano, the lieutenant of the alférez of Cordoba, chaired 2
discussion on the proper procedure for designating caballeros de premia
According to the current possessors of thatl rank, this duty fell traditionally 1o the
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magistrates {fusticial, the alférez, and one veinticuatro designated by his
collcagues, as well as the jurmdos of the city parish or outlying town in which the
candidate resided.  The result of the discussion was 0 remove the jurados from
the process, leaving it to the fusticia, the afférez, and the designated veinticnatro,
in this case Sancho Carrillo ¥ Subsequent admissions to the rank of caballero de
premis included the lawyer Bachiller Alarcon, who was recognised at the counci
meeting on & February 1497, even though he lacked the requisitc wealth, in
recognition of his legal services.

“They agreed that his payment of taxes should be suspended until he has the
wealth to be a caballero de premig” 43

By 1499, though, the council seems 1o have been taking a more severe view
of applications for this category of knighthood.  In January of that year, the
veinticuatro Luis de Angulo was put in charge of the hearing of such petitions,
and, in the following March, the application of De la Roneda, father of the
archdeacon’, was referred to the High Court [Chancillerial 3 In December 1501,
Alonso Gutiérrez of Santaella was deputed 1o investigate the wealth of two
individuals in that town who aspired to become caballeros de premia, while in
1503, in contrast to their eardier exclusion, the jurados of Cordoba were appointed
to sit with the corregidor, the alférez, and the veinticuatros Gonzalo Cabrers and
Cristébal de Mesa, to consider further applications for admission to that rank ¥
However, the method of nominating caballeros de premia was apparenily still
controversial, and became caught up in the woubles of the city during the
succeeding years. In January 1505, the glférez felt it necessary to issue a formal
order [reguirimieniol that no innovation should be made In the system of
appointment, for the sake of what concerns his office as afférez of Cordoba, which
is that it 15 good that there should be cabalieros ¥

While there seems to have been a steady demand for the status of caballero
de premia in Cordoba in this period, lack of wealth increasingly meant demotion.
In June 1496, Diego de Uceda was removed from the list by the council, after
information on his economic state had been provided by the aicalde mayor, Diego
Mufiz de Godoy, and the alfrez.  After 1500, however, such cases seem o have
become more frequent, and voluntury, in the sense that individuals now actvely
scught o be removed from the list. Thus Juan Barzuelo asked o be removed from
the list in 1502, because of lack of money, while on 1 August of that year, two
others were struck off because their wealth amounted o fess than 40,000 mey each,
when the qualification was 50,000 mrs, as was Juan Fajardo later in that month,
and Pedro de Montilla in September of the same year. Domingo Muioz of
Torremilano was removed for a similar reason in 1504.47 In contrast, Juan Pérez, a
dealer [mercharitel of the parish of San NMicolds del Ajcrquia, was admitted as a
caballero de premin on 4 November 1306, because he did have sufficient wealth 48
The role of the caballeros de premiia of Cordoba in the political contlicts of the city
and region in the years around 1500 has been subjected to careful serutiny 4 What

2 AMOC Acias 19.10.1496,

# ANC Actas G.2.1497. “scordaton que este suspendida mu pecheriz fasta que lenga contla para ser caballero de
premia,”

M AMC Actas 2.7.1499, 4.3.1499.

% AMC Actas 22121501, 15.9.1503.

6 AMC Actas 3011506 Ppor 1o que (aea 2 se oficio de Alfrez of Cordoha, que es bier que aya cavaliesos™

¥ AMC Actas 1614806 2271803 18,1807, 1601502, 5.1.1504.

M AMC Actas $.11.1500, )

% fes for example, Bawmans, L, Politics and ideology’, po. 398-293 and “La noblesse de Confoue”, pp. 143144
{humnraraeza Raso, M “La cabaliors cordobesa & Boales do b Bded Modinn  zndlsis de un oonflice arbang”™, in
Villes et socidtds urbaines an Moven Ape. Hommage a M. L Professeur jaoques Heers bw Culuves of Civilisations
Médidonles, xi, Paris, 1994, pp. 121132
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has not always been considered is the economic maotivation that seems to have lain
behind much of the palitical, religious and social swife in Cordoba, as in other
Andalusian cities, in this period 30 To conclude, the intention here is to focus not
on specific taxes, and debates about their relative merits as methods of mising
revenue, but rather on the discussions that took place in Jerer de la Frontera, at
various tmes during the fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries. Evidence of such
debates survives in the minutes of the meetings of the respective municipal
councils, and their background was the continuing weaskness of public finances,
when compared with the wealth of some individuals. One consequence of this
was the growing tendency of councils to place assizes [sisas], or indirect 1axes, on
consumer products, which sometimes inchuded foodsuffs 52

- In May 1438, Jerez town council heard a petition from rwo citizens,
complaining about various abuses in the governmest of the town, They urged that
no official should grant himself 2 tax evermpiion on his own authority, and that the
allocation [repartimiento) of tax coniributions should henceforth be carried out by
a committee in each parish, consisting of its furados and three citizens, Although
the town derk, Juan Romin, left the council chamber during the ensuing debate,
it appears from negative evidence that the magistrates, and the three veinticuairos
present, persuaded the petitioners not to proceed with their demands w the king. 3
Nevertheless, i is clear that the complainants had identified what was perhaps the
main flaw in the Castilian taxation system in the later Middle Ages, and one which
greatly strengthened the desire of individuals to obtain exemptions from their duty
to contribute to the public purse. This was that most of the powerful subjects of
the Castilian Crown, who were generally the most wealthy, instead of making a
larger contribution than their fellow citizens to the royal income, made no direct
contribution at all. In addition, as the 1438 articles pointed out, there was no
practical method of relating the contributions of those who did pay pechos to their
real wealth. In these circumstances, it is hardly surprising that the Jerez petitioners,
Juan de Cuadros and Fernmando Ruiz, claimed that they had been called
“troublemakers and scandalmongers” [“bolliindores e escandalisadores™! by the
magistrates and councillors. Although Cuadros and Ruiz did not propose anything
so radical as an end to the exemption of rich and powerful citizens from direct
raxation, but confined themselves to seeking a juster sharing of the burden among
the pechbercs, the articles were potentially subversive, and the alarm of the
magistrates and councillors, all of whom, as exenros by virtue of their office, stood
to lose if they were put into effect, is understandable.

Generally speaking, disputes over exemptions and contributions to pechos
were no more than isolated atempts by individuals to improve their own social
and Hnancial possibilities, but the generzl issues were far from dead after 1438
Thus Jerez council retuned to the subject in 1508-9, as a resul, it appears, notonly
of the tensions caused by the burdens of the Granada war, but also those of the
subsequent campaigns already detailed > In 1508, as s¢ often, the municipal
budget of Jerez was in a poor state. The traditional remedy in such a case was to
place sisas on commxdities such as foodstulls, which were not normally subject to
municipal taxaton, but the councl was reluctant to do so on this ocoasion,
because it realised that the burden of indirect taxation fell disproportionately on
the poor. | the sisa had been placed on luxury goods, such as imported cloth, the

# The most setable exception is Yus Casales, 8., Ly

St Eowanrm L, "Chedoba sod Teose de Frondets™, pp 157-160,
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rich would have been more affected, but taxes on basic foodstuffs inevitably made
less distinction between rich and poor, whose consumption of necessities differed
much less than their purchase of luxuries. The weighting of impositions on food
against the poor was increased by the fact, which was also observed by Jerez's
councillors, that many of the wealthy bought little food in the market, because they
produced what they needed for themselves and their households on their own
estates. In this way, those best able to pay the tax were able to avoid it. The
council was also concerned that hidalgos escaped direct taxation, thus adding to
the burden on poorer taxpayers. Councillors admitted that many claims to
exemption were false, but claimed that it lacked the finance to contest them in law.
Because of this, and not surprisingly, little was done either in jerez or in Cérdoba,
despite the good intentions that were expressed in the council chamber. The old
system continued in both towns, and exemption from direct taxation continued to
be regarded as the natural accompaniment to political, social and financial success.
The burden of war may have precipitated the occasional crisis of conscience, but
the desire for wealth and privilege overcame them with little difficulty. The role
of taxation in the political and social problems of towns such as Cordoba and Jerez
de la Frontera in the fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries should not be
underestimated.
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Appenidix One

Cubalieros e contia in Jerez de 1a Frontem
Declaration to the council (corcefo) of Jerer de la Frontera by its parish councillors
{jrrados) of the names of the caballeros de contia then resident in their parishes.

Parish of San Diontsio -

Alfonso Fernandez, parish councillor
Martin Sanchez de Galdames

Juan Gonzilez, linen-draper, of Rota
Diego Sanchez, cloth-merchant
Alfonso Ruiz, cloth-merchant
Alfonso Rodriguez de Vejer, cloth-merchant
Antén Martin Mecelim

Antén Martin, blacksmith

Francisco Garcia, blacksmith
Fernando Diaz de Villacreces
Manuel Fernandez de Carmona

San Mateos
Bartolomé de las Casas,
Martin Garcia, son of Fermandoe Garcia de Gatayra
Antdon Garcia, son-in-law of Pedro Gomez de la Partera
Lasaro Mastin de Maora
Francisco Garcia, son of Juan
Garcia de Ia Carpinteria

San Juan
Juan de Cuenca, perads
Cristobal Martinez de Moria
Alfonsa Diaz de Espinosa
Fernando Veldzquez de Cuéllar

Sar Muarcos
Fernando Alonso and Juan Loper, furados
Bachiller Diego de Henrera
Antén Sdnchez
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Appendix Two

Recorded accupations of Caballeres de Premia of Cordoba who paraded in the
Campo de la Verdad on 5 November 1497

IAHPC Protocolos, Oficic 14 tomo 31 cuaderno 22 fols. 304v-306r, Pedro
Gonzidlez, escribano]

La Magdalena
Labrador [farmer]
Trapero [cloth-merchant]
Hortelano {gardener]
Silvanero Fevaodman)

—

San Nicelds del Axerquic
Curtidores [tanners)
Pelliiero [skinner]
Sillero [chair-maker}
Fustero [fustian-maker]

bk i b o}

Santiago
Salinero [salt-seller]
Tintoreros [dyers]
Alcalde [municipal officiall

—hg

San Bartolomé
Meleros [honey-dealers) 2

San Fedro
Caldereros {coppersmiths]
Traperos [cioth-merchants]
Mercaderes [merchanis]
Merchanies [general dealers)
Sillero chair-maker]

[l A¥ B SR ISR

Scarita Maria
Carpicero {butcher]
Joyero {jewcller]
Platero Isilversenithl
Tejero (weaver)

bk i ke

Sain: Nicokds de ka Villa
iabradores farmers, 2

San Lorenzo
Labradores
Herrero thlacksmith]
Honelano [gardener]
Meleros thoney-dealer]

Yuntero Iploughmanl
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